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[FOUNDATION HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM]
In accordance with HB 5, TJJD Division of Education will offer the Foundation High School Program to all students beginning 9th grade in the 2014-2015 school year and thereafter.  The program is made up of four parts: 1) a 22 credit foundation program that is the core of the Texas high school diploma; 2) five endorsement options, 3 of which TJJD will offer, to allow students to focus on a specific discipline, 3) a performance category entitled Distinguished Level of Achievement; and 4) a performance category entitled Performance Acknowledgments.






Additional documents for reference:
 
· TJJD Endorsements (partner document to Foundation High School Program documents for education staff)
· Personal Opportunity Plan (POP) Graduation Pathway (for students, parents, & education staff)
· Side by Side Graduation Programs (TEA document with graduation requirements for all current TJJD students by cohort year)
· 19 TAC chapter 74 subchapter B
· Special Education Graduation Updates







The Foundation requirements (22 credits) include:

English (4 credits)	• English I   • English II	• English III	• An advanced English course

Mathematics (3 credits) • Algebra I  • Geometry	• An advanced math course

Science (3 credits)
· Biology	• Integrated Physics & Chemistry or an advanced science course
· An advanced science  course

Social Studies (3 credits)  • World History or World Geography 	• U.S. History
·    U.S. Government (one-half credit)  	• Economics (one-half credit)

Languages Other Than English (2 credits)	• 2 credits in the same language 


Physical Education (1 credit)	Fine Arts (1 credit)	Electives (5 credits)

     Speech: Demonstrated proficiency through Communication Application courses or core or elective subjects with specified TEKS for speech requirements (TJJD requires these proficiencies in all ELA courses).

For scheduling purposes, TJJD educators should use the following guidelines when choosing advanced selections for students:
English Language Arts
(1)  English language arts--four credits. Three of the credits must consist of English I, II, and III. (Students with limited English proficiency who are at the beginning or intermediate level of English language proficiency, as defined by §74.4(d) of this title (relating to English Language Proficiency Standards), may satisfy the English I and English II graduation requirements by successfully completing English I for Speakers of Other Languages and English II for Speakers of Other Languages.) The additional credit may be selected from one full credit or a combination of two half credits from two different courses, subject to prerequisite requirements, from the following courses:
(A)  English IV (available on APEX);
(B)  Independent Study in English;
(C)  Literary Genres;
(D)  Creative Writing (available on APEX);
(E)  Research and Technical Writing;
(F)  Humanities;
(G)  Public Speaking III;
(H)  Communication Applications, which must be combined with another half credit from the other courses listed in subparagraphs (A)-(G) and (I)-(T) of this paragraph;
(I)  Oral Interpretation III;
(J)  Debate III;
Math  (bear in mind that universities and most community colleges require Algebra II for admission)
(B)  The additional credit may be selected from one full credit or a combination of two half credits from two different courses, subject to prerequisite requirements, from the following courses:
(i) Mathematical Models with Applications;
(i)  Algebra II (available on APEX);
(ii)  Precalculus (available on APEX);
(iv)  Independent Study in Mathematics;
(v)  Discrete Mathematics for Problem Solving;
(vi)  Algebraic Reasoning;
(vii)  Statistics (available on APEX);
(xix)  pursuant to the TEC, §28.025(b-5), after the successful completion of Algebra II, a mathematics course endorsed by an institution of higher education as a course for which the institution would award course credit or as a prerequisite for a course for which the institution would award course credit. The Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall maintain a current list of courses offered under this subparagraph;
Science
(3)  Science--three credits. One credit must consist of Biology (available on APEX).
(A)  One credit must be selected from the following laboratory-based courses:
(i)  Integrated Physics and Chemistry;
(ii)  Chemistry (available on APEX);
(v)  Physics (available on APEX);
(vi) Principles of Technology (credit can’t be earned for both Physics & Principles of Technology)
(B)  The additional credit may be selected from one full credit or a combination of two half credits from two different courses, subject to prerequisite requirements, from the following laboratory-based courses:
(i)  Chemistry;
(ii)  Physics;
(iii)  Aquatic Science;
(iv)  Astronomy;
(v)  Earth and Space Science;
(vi)  Environmental Systems;
(xvii)  Advanced Animal Science;
 (xxii)  Food Science;
(xxv)  Principles of Technology;
(xxix)  pursuant to the TEC, §28.025(b-5), after the successful completion of physics, a science course endorsed by an institution of higher education as a course for which the institution would award course credit or as a prerequisite for a course for which the institution would award course credit. The TEA shall maintain a current list of courses offered under this clause;
Since the majority of TJJD students do not take chemistry and physics, below are science options specifically for them. Courses that require/recommend Chemistry or Physics as a pre-requisite are not included:
	
	Science Credit 1
	Science Credit 2
	Science Credit 3
	Science Credit 4

	Foundation HSP requires 3 Science credits


Endorsement requires 4 Science Credits
	
Biology 

(recommended to be taken in grade 9, 10, or 11).
	
IPC (recommended to be taken in grade 9 or 10),

or

 Principles of Technology 
(recommended to be taken in grade 10, 11 or 12).
	
Choose from the following:

Advanced Animal Science
Astronomy
Environmental Systems
Advanced Plant and Soil Science
Anatomy and Physiology (recommended pre-requisite of 3 science credits, but may be taken as the 3rd science credit).
Principles of Technology (if not taken as 2nd credit)

	
Not required for FHSP


Choose additional course from Science Credit 3 list, or: 

Earth & Space Science
Food Science (required pre-requisite of 3 Science credits)



· Students who choose not to take Chemistry and Physics can fulfill requirements for all endorsements with the exception of the STEM endorsement, which TJJD does not offer its students.
· Administrators must be certain that teachers are appropriately certified

Languages Other Than English (LOTE)
(A)  The credits may be selected from the following:
(i)  any two levels in the same language; (for campuses without a language instructor, students must enroll in French or  
    Spanish on APEX).
(B)  If a student, in completing the first credit of LOTE, demonstrates that the student is unlikely to be able to complete the second credit, the student may substitute another appropriate course as follows:
(i)  Special Topics in Language and Culture;
(ii)  World History Studies or World Geography Studies for a student who is not required to complete both by the local district;
(iii)  Exploratory Languages, Discovering Languages and Culture, or American Sign Language;
(C)  The determination regarding a student's ability to complete the second credit of LOTE must be agreed to by:
(i)  the teacher of the first LOTE credit course, the principal or designee, and the student's parent or person standing in parental relation;
(ii)  the student's admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee if the student receives special education services under the TEC, Chapter 29, Subchapter A; or
(iii)  the committee established for the student under Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 United States Code, Section 794) if the student does not receive special education services under the TEC, Chapter 29, Subchapter A, but is covered by the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
(D)  A student, who due to a disability, is unable to complete two credits in the same language in a language other than English, may substitute a combination of two credits from English language arts, mathematics, science, or social studies or two credits in career and technical education or technology applications for the LOTE credit requirements. The determination regarding a student's ability to complete the LOTE credit requirements will be made by:
(i)  the student's ARD committee if the student receives special education services under the TEC, Chapter 29, Subchapter A; or
(ii)  the committee established for the student under Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 United States Code (USC), §794) if the student does not receive special education services under the TEC, Chapter 29, Subchapter A, but is covered by the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
Fine Arts
(A)  The credit may be selected from the following courses subject to prerequisite requirements:
(i)  Art, Level I, II, III, or IV, Art Appreciation (.5 credit on APEX), Media Literacy (.5 credit on APEX)
(ii)  Dance, Level I, II, III, or IV;
(iii)  Music, Level I, II, III, or IV, Music Appreciation (.5 credit on APEX), Musical Theatre I-IV
(iv)  Theatre, Level I, II, III, or IV;
(v)  Principles and Elements of Floral Design;
(vi)  Digital Art and Animation; and
(vii)  3-D Modeling and Animation.




 Fundamentals of the FHSP and graduation requirements
To receive a diploma, students entering Grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year and thereafter must complete the Foundation High School Program and required End of Course exams in English I, English II, Algebra I, U.S. History, and Biology, as well as demonstrated proficiency in communication skills. TJJD has required speech communication components built into all ELA courses (documented in the district Scope and Sequence for English I, II, III, and IV).
We must clearly indicate on every student’s transcript and diploma if they’ve accomplished the Distinguished Level of Achievement, an endorsement (specify endorsements), and/or a performance acknowledgment.
Successful completion of all required state assessments must be designated on the AAR.
[bookmark: _GoBack]All students entering 9th grade in school year 2014-2015 and thereafter must choose at least one diploma endorsement. This must be done in writing on EDU-100 and placed in the student’s Master File.
A student may graduate under the Foundation High School Program without earning an endorsement if, after the student's sophomore year:
(1)  the student and the student's parent or person standing in parental relation to the student are advised by a school counselor of the specific benefits of graduating from high school with one or more endorsements; and
(2)  the student's parent or person standing in parental relation to the student files with a school counselor written permission, on a form adopted by the Texas Education Agency (TEA), allowing the student to graduate under the Foundation High School Program without earning an endorsement.


TAC 19, Chapter 74, Subchapter B
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