


Assessment Requirements 

0 Completion prior to (or same day as) disposition 
of a case 
 

0 ALL dispositions  
0 Only exceptions  dropped, dismissed, or nonsuited 

 
0 Entry of risk and needs levels into CASEWORKER, 

JCMS, or county database 



Assessment Requirements  

0 Only one assessment required per “disposition 
event” 
0 Multiple referrals disposed on the same day or within 

14 days only require one assessment 
 

0 The same goes for risk/needs level in the 
Disposition Screen of monthly extract data 

 



Assessment Requirements 

0 What if the case is transferred?  Do I still have to 
complete the assessment? 
 
0 Assessment must be completed in the county where the 

case was disposed 
 

0 For transfers, the sending county should complete 
an assessment and (ideally) send the assessment 
information to the receiving county 



Assessment Requirements 

0 Generally, the JPO assigned to the case is 
responsible for completing the Risk and Needs 
Assessment (RANA) 
 

0 Data Coordinators are responsible for ensuring 
the risk and needs levels are entered into the 
Disposition Screen of the county database through 
which data is reported to TJJD monthly  



Assessment Requirements 

0 If a disposition does not have a RANA completed 
and it is older than 2 weeks, there is nothing else 
to do 

 
0 The most current and accurate information should be 

used for a RANA.   



Assessment Requirements 

0 However, old assessments will still show up on 
the CDA 
0 An assessment was required as of 9/1/2010 
0 CDA check starts on 1/1/2011 – checks for blank or 

invalid risk and needs levels in disposition screen 
 

0Valid Risk/Needs Levels: 
 RANA users – High, Medium, or Low 
 PACT users – High, Medium High, Medium, or Low 
 Y-SLI users – Very High, High, Medium, or Low 

 



How to Obtain Risk and 
Needs Levels from RANA 
0 Log in to the RANA website at 

https://www.tjpc.state.tx.us/rana  
 

0 Verify your Department name at the top of the 
page (should be department, NOT your county) 

 
0 For password assistance, contact 

Kristy.Almager@tjjd.texas.gov  
 
 
 

https://www.tjpc.state.tx.us/rana
mailto:Kristy.Almager@tjjd.texas.gov


How to Obtain Risk and 
Needs Levels from RANA 
0 Click on Search for Existing Assessment 



How to Obtain Risk and 
Needs Levels from RANA 
0 Do one of three search options – PID number 

(enter as a 7 digit number), Last Name, or First 
Name  
0 The name search options are a “wildcard” search 

meaning you are allowed to enter only part of name (for 
instance, the first letter) 

0 Advantage to using the PID search option: you limit your 
search result 



How to Obtain Risk and 
Needs Levels from RANA 



How to Obtain Risk and 
Needs Levels from RANA 



How to Obtain Risk and 
Needs Levels from RANA 

Click once 
on the 
correct 
name to 
highlight it, 
then click 
Preview* 

*Be sure you have your pop-up blocker turned OFF!! 



How to Obtain Risk and 
Needs Levels from RANA 

The Risk and Needs 
Levels are located 
at the bottom of the 
page. 



How to Obtain Risk and 
Needs Levels from RANA 
0 Enter both levels into the Disposition Screen 





RANA Resources 
0 Online – https://www.tjpc.state.tx.us/rana  
0 Help  Definition of terms; Instructions; FAQ 

https://www.tjpc.state.tx.us/rana


RANA Resources 
0 Definition of terms  A brief definition of all risk 

and needs factors 



RANA Resources 

0 Instructions  Complete guide to using the RANA, 
including detailed description of each factor 



RANA Resources 

0 FAQ  Over 100 frequently asked questions 
organized by topic  



RANA Resources 
0 Online – http://www.tjjd.texas.gov/trainingresources 

0 “The ‘When, Why, and How’ of Using the Risk and 
Needs Assessment Instrument” – TJJD Sponsored 
Webinar complete with power point handout and 
questions from the live presentation 

http://www.tjjd.texas.gov/trainingresources


RANA Resources 

0 RANA Support 
0 RANA website  Help  Contact Us  
0 RANASupport@tjpc.state.tx.us  
  

mailto:RANASupport@tjpc.state.tx.us
mailto:RANASupport@tjpc.state.tx.us




RANA Common Errors 
0 PID Number, First and Last Name, and DOB should 

all match what is reported in the Child Record of 
the monthly extract 
 
0 Currently of all assessments with Referral Dates 

between Jan. 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012  approx. 300 
did not match extract PID number OR name 



RANA Common Errors 

0 Referral Number and Referral Date should match a 
formal referral reported in the monthly extract 
0 Assessments between Jan. 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012  

approx. 900 did not match extract Referral Number OR 
Referral Date 
 

0 Referral Number is NOT  
Number of referrals   
Cause number 
 
 

 



RANA Common Errors  

0 Date of Assessment is the date the assessment is 
completed   
0 All juvenile information, risk factors, and needs factors 

have been entered 
0 Does not include Disposition or Contacts information 

 
0 If assessment is later updated, the original Date of 

Assessment does not need to be changed 



RANA Common Errors 
0 Age at First Referral:  The juvenile’s age at the 

time they were first formally referred to a 
juvenile probation department 
0 May include probation departments other than your 

own (if history is known) 
 

0 Total Referrals:  The juvenile’s total number of 
formal referrals 
0 Includes current referral (must be at least 1) 
0 May include formal referrals to other departments 



RANA Common Errors 

0 Drug Use vs. Substance Use/Exposure 
 

 
 
 
 

0 If Drug Use is “Frequent” or “Occasional” then 
Substance Use/Exposure MUST be “Yes” 
 

 

Drug Use: 
 

- Risk factor 
- Does not include alcohol 
- Use only 

Substance Use/Exposure 
 

- Needs factor 
- Includes drugs and alcohol 
- Use OR exposure  



RANA Common Errors 

0 Current Offense a Violent Felony:  Indicate (Y/N) 
0 If multiple offenses are pending, answer “yes” if any of 

the offenses are violent felonies 
0 Violent felonies include: 
Murder/manslaughter 
Aggravated (felony) Assault or Sexual Assault 
 Indecency with a child by contact 
Robbery 
Kidnapping 

 
 



RANA Common Errors  

0 If you discover a mistake in a juvenile’s previous 
or current assessment, you can ALWAYS update!! 

 
0 Update vs. New Assessment for Existing Referral 

0Change PID/Referral/DOB/Name  Update 
0 If the assessment is old (the case has been disposed 

for more than 2 weeks), then use New Assessment for 
Existing Referral to make corrections.  If not old, use 
Update. 





RANA Analysis 

0 The ultimate goal/purpose of using an assessment 
is to reduce recidivism and maximize the 
efficiency and effectiveness of service delivery by 
targeting supervision and services. 
 
0 Getting the most you can out of limited resources 



RANA Analysis  

0 Errors in your assessment may lead to  
 
Misclassification of juveniles   
 No targeting of supervision and services   
Misuse of resources  
 Higher recidivism 



RANA Analysis 

0 Dispositions 1/1/2011 – 6/30/2012 
 
 

Risk Level N Percent 

High 5,499 11% 

Medium 18,590 36% 

Low 27,777 54% 



RANA Analysis  
Risk Level by Disposition 

High Medium Low Total 

Supervisory Caution 8% 33% 59% 100% 

Deferred Prosecution 2% 25% 73% 100% 

Adjudicated Probation 20% 48% 32% 100% 

TJJD Commitment 48% 44% 8% 100% 

Certified Adult 27% 45% 28% 100% 



RANA Analysis 
0 Juveniles adjudicated to probation 1/1/2011-

6/30/2012 
 
 
 

 
 

0 Of these juveniles adjudicated to probation, 71% 
started a Program within 30 days of their disposition 

 
 

 

Juveniles Adjudicated to 
Probation by Risk Level 

High 14% 
Medium 48% 
Low 38% 
Total 100% 



RANA Analysis 

 
 
 
 

0 A higher percentage of high risk juveniles enter 
programs than low risk juveniles 
 

Proportion of Juveniles to start a Program within 
30 Days of Disposition by Risk Level 



RANA Analysis  
0 For departments with fewer programs available, 

there is a much larger difference between 
proportion of high risk and low risk juveniles 
starting a program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Started a Program w/in 30 Days of Probation Disposition 
Number of Programs 
Available* 

Low Risk 
Juveniles 

High Risk 
Juveniles 

3 or fewer programs 23% 52% 
4 to 10 programs 61% 63% 
More than 10 programs 72% 76% 
*Source: TJJD Program & Services Registry 



RANA Analysis 

High Risk Medium Risk Low Risk 
53% 28% 11% 

0 Of juveniles adjudicated to probation, 25% 
entered Placement within 30 days of their 
disposition.   
 
 

 
 

 

Proportion of Juveniles by Risk Level to enter 
Placement within 30 Days of Disposition 



RANA Analysis 

0 Of the 521 low risk juveniles who entered 
Placement, 137 (26%) were low needs as well. 
 

0 Low risk/low needs juveniles who entered 
Placement  nearly 60% had a Misdemeanor for 
their current offense 

??? 
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