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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                        Contact:  Jim Hurley at (512) 490-7016

Victoria County Juvenile Facility First To Be Certified PREA Compliant

The Victoria Regional Juvenile Justice Facility, operated by the Victoria County Juvenile Probation Department, has become the first county-run juvenile facility in Texas to meet new national Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) standards and become certified as compliant with PREA standards by the Department of Justice (DOJ).  

PREA standards, which were finalized by the DOJ in June 2012, establish strict requirements for facilities to ensure safeguards are in place to provide for the sexual safety of those housed in prisons, jails, and juvenile detention and corrections centers.  The Victoria facility voluntarily requested the PREA audit in January 2014 in an effort to comply with federal law and to improve and increase awareness of its zero tolerance policy within the facility to youth, staff, volunteers and contractors.  

Victoria County Juvenile Probation Chief Pama Hencerling cited the work of her staff, including Assistant Chief Kelly Arnecke, Facility Administrator Lynette Acuna, PREA Coordinator Regina Perez and Intake Officer Debra Tomas as well as numerous other staff that assisted for their thorough and detailed work in preparing the facility for this important audit.

“The Victoria County Juvenile Probation Department began preparing for this audit in January 2013 and our entire staff has worked diligently to ensure our readiness,” Hencerling said.  “This certification demonstrates our continued commitment to operating a safe and secure facility for our residents and staff.”

Hencerling said the PREA desk audit began in March 2014 and concluded August 21, 2014.  Federal auditors were at the facility for two days.  For juvenile facilities, there are approximately 182 standards that must be met to be considered “PREA compliant.” 

Texas Juvenile Justice Department Executive Director David Reilly lauded the Victoria County Juvenile Probation Department and the Juvenile Board for being the first Texas County to voluntarily undergo this important examination.

“The sexual safety of youth in our juvenile facilities is an important issue both here in Texas and across the nation,” Reilly said.  “I appreciate the leadership of Chief Hencerling and her juvenile board and hope others will follow their example.  It’s great to see Victoria County be a leader in this important field.”
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